
The Story of Exeter’s ST JAMES’ PARK
The Story of Exeter’s St James’ Park (978 0 85704 342 9) is to be published in October 2019, priced at £19.99,
although pre-publication subscribers can purchase the book at £15.99 if ordered by the subscriber
cut-off date below. It is a large format (A4), 160-page hardback book containing over 100 historic
photographs, drawings and other illustrations. To order your copy simply complete the form below and
return it, with your remittance, to: 

Halsgrove Direct, Halsgrove House, Ryelands Business Park, Bagley Road, Wellington, Somerset
TA21 9PZ.  Tel: 01823 653777, Fax: 01823 216796, E-mail: sales@halsgrove.com www.halsgrove.com

Return your order form by 12 July 2019 to buy your copy/copies at the
pre-publication offer price of only £15.99 each (published price £19.99) and

to include your name in the subscriber list (see order form below)

Please debit my          q VISA        q MASTERCARD        q MAESTRO

Card No:  …………………………………………………………      Start date:  ………………

Expiry date:  ……. Issue No (Maestro):  …… Security code:  ......... Amount:  £…...…..

OR   I enclose my cheque for £……………… made payable to Halsgrove.

Name

Address

                                                                                          Postcode

Telephone                                                   E-mail

This application form must be completed and returned to us by 12 July 2019, if you
require a subscriber entry to be printed in The Story of Exeter’s ST JAMES’ PARK.

Please indicate preferred wording (title, forenames/initials, and location, e.g. Elizabeth
K. Ford, Church Road, Exeter, Devon).  
If this section is left blank, we will assume that no entry is required.

I have ordered an additional copy for the following people.
Please add their names to the subscriber list.

Name and location

BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE

BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE

ORDER FORM

TITLE TOTALPRICE EACHQUANTITY

The Story of Exeter’s ST JAMES’ PARK £15.99
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POSTAGE & PACKING
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* Per book.  For orders outside the UK; Europe, please add £10.00 per book while all other international orders
should add £15.00 per book. (Please make all payments in pounds sterling).
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COMMEMORATING THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST
ASSOCIATION-FOOTBALL MATCH EVER PLAYED AT ST JAMES’ PARK

Aidan Hamilton
EXETER CITY SUPPORTERS’ TRUST

INCLUDING OVER 100 PHOTOGRAPHS PAST AND PRESENT
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ST JAMES’ PARK, EXETER
Once a humble field used for fattening pigs, this site
has seen extraordinary things from murder and
menageries to circuses and celebrities.

Aidan Hamilton traces the land’s ownership from
its scandalous aristocratic origins in the seven-
teenth century through to its role as home to
Supporters’ Trust-owned Exeter City Football Club
in the twenty-first century.

This book commemorates the 125th anniversary of
the first association-football match ever played at
St James’ Park in 1894, a ground that has also
hosted cricket, rugby, athletics, cycling, boxing,
baseball and American football.

At the turn of the century, football was booming in
this rugby stronghold but there were substantial
setbacks to the club’s ambitions including two
world wars; a devastating fire that destroyed the
original grandstand; and the death of former
manager Arthur Chadwick in the newly rebuilt stand.

There were good times too: hard-earned pro-
motions; historic FA Cup giant killings; and visiting
international superstars, as well as continual
ground improvements over the decades, making it
safer than ever before.

To this day, Exeter City and its stadium remain
constant threads throughout the remarkable social
and economic changes both in football and wider
society that are charted in this fascinating book. 

THE AUTHOR
Aidan Hamilton was born
in Taunton. As a 13-year-old,
over Easter 1971, he trav-
elled down by train to watch
two games at St James’ Park,
both 0-0 draws. In the mid-
1990s, he wrote his first
articles for the Exeter City
programme, and he joined the Exeter City Support-
ers’ Trust in 2004. An advisor to the Trust's History
Group and a trustee of the Exeter City Football
Club Museum Trust, he is the author of Have You
Ever Played Brazil? The Story of Exeter City’s 1914
Tour to South America (2014). He has taught English
in Brazil, China and France, where he currently
lives. 

Above: Exeter City players in front of the Old Grandstand, 1921.   
Western Morning News
Below:  Cycling at St James' Field, 1890s.  Grecian Archive/J.S. Hine

Exeter City vs Watford, St James’ Road end, c.1920.
Grecian Archive, photographer unknown

ECFC 1905 East Devon League Medal.
Grecian Archive 

The Old Grandstand from Well
Street prior to demolition, 2017.
Will Barrett

Above : The Old Grandstand, 2017.
Will Barrett
Right:  Getting  St James’ Park ship-
shape.   Express & Echo

The Popular Enclosure, St James’ Park, vs Aston Villa, 1914.  Devon and Exeter Gazette

SUBSCRIBE AND SEE
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FOR POSTERITY
Buying The Story of Exeter’s   St James’ Park is a
wonderful way to invest in the unique story of
this long-standing football club.   Use the form
overleaf to order and include your name or that
of a friend or relative in this limited subscriber
edition.   
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