
 
31st October 2019 

Dear Candidates 

 

Questions from Trust Members to Candidates for the 2019 Election to the Trust Board 

 

Please find below a series of questions posed by Trust Members to the 2019 candidates for 
election to the Trust Board.  Please provide a written response to each of these questions by 
Sunday 3rd November.  Individual candidate responses will be posted to the trust website 
(http://weownexetercityfc.co.uk/). 

Firstly, apologies that this wasn’t returned by the requested date. Due to being out 
almost constantly since receipt it has been impossible to comply. 

1. Are any of the candidates considering ways to reduce the amount of plastic used on 
match days? There seems be a huge amount of plastic drinking glasses which 
appear to get thrown away after a single use. Yes, I introduced multiple use 
plastic glasses to the FECRACE Bar and have been campaigning hard for the 
rest of the Club’s Bars and Outle4ts to follow suit. I’m led to believe this is in 
the pipeline for later this season. 

2. Have you done any unpaid work for the Trust-Club over the last 5 years that we 
Supporters would know about if so what and why did you get involved? I’ve been 
doing unpaid work for the Club and its Supporters for well over twenty years 
and during the last five years this has been maintained with my working on the 
FECRACE bar; serving on the Trust Board; organising train travel and match 
tickets for anyone wanting to go to home and/or away games; administering 
GNet; raising and  money for specific Club Projects through the Exiles and 
other groups; representing Exeter City Club and Supporters on three National 
Organisations (FSF, SD, and now FSA) and one London based organisation; 
and attending various events on behalf of ECFC such as the annual EFL launch 
event and the EFL show on the various TV platforms that has aired on. There 
are probably a few more areas, but I think that demonstrates both my 
commitment and my interest. I got involved all those years ago as I did not like 
what others were doing to OUR club and that continues to be my motivation as 
well ensuring that the club is there going forward for all current and Grecians 
to be top enjoy. 

3. Why did you join The Trust? I helped set it up and write the original rules and 
constitution and have there fore always been a member. 

4. In your own household/family is anyone a Trust member if so who, if not do you think 
you could help them see why they should join. My wife is a member as are my 
brother’s family. As the rest of the non-trust family live a long way away and 
don’t have Exeter in their DNA, they support their local or other teams. 

5. Why should new members join in the future? To ensure the Trust remains viable 
and valid in its representation of the supporters in owning the club and 
influencing its operation and long-term plans. 



 
6. Aside from whatever technical and business skills you feel you can bring to the role, 

what do you think is the best personal quality you possess that will make you an 
effective Trustee?" I am a bit of a nerd when it comes to rules etc so contribute 
strongly in that area as well as being a long-term committee person, I am also 
very much a people person so can represent the Trust in most situations 
where this is needed. 

7. Would you have liked to see the hustings on a match day, like 6.30pm last Saturday 
after the Plymouth game with the Centre Spot closing then would have been a 
fantastic time for fans to meet the candidates. Yes, I would like to see hustings on 
a matchday if possible, but this wasn’t in this instance due to the vagaries of 
the fixture list. It would be near impossible, and frankly a security nightmare, to 
have it on a Plymouth matchday. In addition, any matchday is difficult due to 
the matchday responsibilities of many of those who would need to be involved. 

8. How who you make the Elections more focused by the Club & Media to get more 
fans involved and understanding their vote counts. I’m not sure it is the Club’s 
responsibility to do this but rather the Trust’s. The adage is so true, you can 
only lead thee to water, not make it drink. Given my experience as the Chair 
and Independent Scrutineer on many other Trust’s Election Management 
Group our voter engagement is up there with the best, but this doesn’t mean 
we can’t strive to improve. It’s all in the planning and publicity so we must 
always work to get this to the best it can be. 

9. The Trust Logo is missing from a lot of prominent locations within the Club how 
would you get more of a natural link between the Trust & Club. I’m not sure this is 
true so would like to see more evidence. There has been a concerted effort to 
get the logo prominent around all the Club premises but if anyone can point to 
where it doesn’t appear then I am sure we can correct this. 

10. Do you think the Trust should take more advantage of the in house Club media 
departments like The 360, Club Websites, Match Day Programme, internet outlets, 
Local & Nation media contacts? The Trust and the Club are separate entities and 
as such we can’t just demand or expect the Club to do things for the Trust 
however we can ask, and we do. There is a column in the Programme for every 
match for instance. We also try to engage with all other media, but we are 
constantly competing with much larger or higher profile organisations so need 
to work harder at getting our message out there. 

11. How would you improve next years Trust Elections from encouraging fans to stand 
for election and how the Trust Focuses on bringing the candidates to the 
memberships thoughts. I’m confused by this question as the engagement by 
potential candidates has been one of the best we have ever seen? I’m equally 
confused by the second part given all Trust members have received 
candidates’ statements; there’s been a husting; and we are all answering these 
questions? I don’t really think there is much me that could be done but happy 
to hear any suggestions. 

12. Would you like to see the Trust improve the assets for the Club and what 
opportunities do you feel we are missing at the moment that could bring long term 
gains for our football club. I don’t currently see us as having anything missing, 
only a few things that can be improved. I area would be the “jungle-path” area 
which to me is the next logical step in adding capacity to the ground as well as 
giving it a more complete stadium. 



 
13. How would you make the Trust website more prominent with Exeter City FC Fans. I 

refer you to my answer to question 8, it is there, members know it is there, 
members use it when they want to. The current excellent newsletters try to 
drive people to the website, and I guess it’s all about content. If there is 
content that people want to see, and are interested in, then they will visit the 
website so have to try to ensure that content is both there and people are 
directed to it. 

14. Do you think that Exeter City AFC Limited should post the full company accounts and 
not the edited version on company’s house, and also push for all EFL clubs to do the 
same? There is a fine line between transparency and harming the business. 
Unfortunately, Football as a whole is a very secretive business and whilst we 
strive to change this nationally then until this change happens then it would be 
both foolish and illogical to do anything which would therefore harm ECFC and 
be to the advantage of our rivals. Therefore, we continue to do what we can 
and take it forward to the next level when we can. 

15. What’s the candidates views on GESP “ Mid Devon, East Devon, Teignbridge and 
Exeter City Council, in partnership with Devon County Council, are teaming up to 
create the “Greater Exeter Strategic Plan” and the new sports venue mentioned? 

a. “An sports stadium and concert arena with a capacity for 20,000 people could 
be built in the Greater Exeter area“.  No specific location for where any 
stadium would go has yet been decided.  Cllr Christophers said it would have 
to be accessible for all four councils in the GESP.  He said-“Making it 
accessible for all four areas cuts it down to around only four or five sites that 
can meet all the criteria we are looking at,” Cllr Christophers said. "It is too 
early to be site specific but we are having discussions about it now.  "Any 
stadium may need to grow over time and would have to be built so it can 
expand as it could be something that draws people in from all over the south 
west.” 

b. With the Exeter City Community Trust (CCT) strap line used over the last 2 
years “Making Greater Exeter Greater” and Club Board Directors using 
Greater Exeter in the press there is an assumption that talks have taken place 
to move ECFC outside Exeter. 

c. If we had to move do you think the best 2 locations would be Exeter Area 
Park Whipton inside Exeter or Westpoint outside Exeter. Whilst it has 
admirable objectives, I really don’t see it as a way forward that the Club 
can get involved in. It is all too vague and too “pie in the sky” as things 
currently stand. The greatest asset for our Club, in my opinion, is ST 
James Park and its location. I would take a lot of convincing that any 
plan that changes that would be a good thing for the Club. 

16. Under Trust Rules this would need to go to the vote of Trust members, how would 
you guide members if ever to be voted on. See the previous answer, until and 
unless I was convinced otherwise, I would campaign against any such 
proposal. 

17. Would you keep the younger Supporters involved and if ever to be voted on a move 
would you include the Junior Grecians in that vote. Legally the younger members 
cannot be given a formal vote but that doesn’t mean to say an indicative poll 
couldn’t be added alongside the main voter so I’d push for that. 

 



 
Phil Burden 

Trust Secretary 


